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Goodbye JEE, welcome ISEET from 2013

New test will have two parts — one to check logic, the other problem-solving; each of three hours

ANUBHUTI VISHNO1
NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 13

HE successor to the

JEE and AIEEE —

for long the gateways
to India’s top engineering
colleges including the ITTs —
will be called ISEET, the In-
dian Science Engineering El-
igibility Test.

Asreported by The Indian
Express on January 31, the
new, SAT-style exam comes
into force in 2013, It will do
away with multiple entrance
examinations and reduce the
stress levels of students.

ISEET will have two
parts, Main and Advance,
each of three hours duration,
Both tests will be given on the

same day, between 10 am and
5 pm. ISEET 2013 will be
held in either March or April.

ISEET Main will be an
objective type exam, and will
test comprehension, critical
thinking and logical reason-
ing. ISEET Advance will test
problem-solving ability in ba-
sic science subjects. The two
tests together will indicate a

candidate’s scholastic level
and aptitude for science and
engineering.

A student’s performance
in the Class 12 Board exam
will be considered, with the
weightage not less than 40
per cent of the total score.
The combined weightage for
ISEET Main and ¥Advance
will not be more than'60 per

cent; however, the weightage
given to Board scores can go
up to 100 per cent.

Each state government or
institute will be able to decide
the specific weightage it gives
to Board, Main and Advance
exam scores. A committee
headed by Dr T Ramasami,
secretary in the Department
of Science & Technology, has

demonstrated with the help

of the Indian Statistical Insti-

tute that school scores across |

various Boards can be nor-
malised through a statistical
process.

ISEET will be conducted

by CBSE, Further modalities |

will be worked out by an acad-
emic group headed by the di-
rector of II'T, Kanpur.
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Govt to go ahead with ISEET

States to be persuaded to accept smgle entrance test proposal

NEW DELHI: The Human Re-
source Development Min-
istry is ali set to go ahead
with its plan to conduct a
common engineering en-
trance examination from
2013, but the first natlon-
wide test may only cover
technlcal institutions funded
by the Centre.

Meanwhile, the states will
alsobe persuaded to accept the
proposal to conduct asingle en-
trance test for admissionto en-
gineering colleges under their
jurisdiction,

“Ministry will go ahead with
its plan to conduct a common
entrance test in 2013 for ad-
missions to science and engi-
neering institutions funded by
the Central government, if not

for all the technical institutions
functioning across the coun-
try,” sources in the HRD Min-
istry told Deccan Herald,

This means that the en-
trance test, to be conducted
next year, will only cover 15 In-
dian Institutes of Technology
(ITTs), 30 National Institutes of
Technology (NITs), four Indian
Institutes of Information Tech-
nelogy (II[Ts), five Indian In-
stitutes of Science Education
and Research (IISERs} and few
deemed universities which
come under the purview of the
HRD Ministry.

According to recommenda-
tions of the Ramasami commit-
tee, the single entrance, that
can would be called as Indian
Science-Engineering Eligibility
Test (ISEET) 2013, will be con-

ducted in two parts—main and
advance—in April or May next
year.

As per the proposal, exami-
nations will be of three hour
duration each and will be held
on one single day, sources said.

For admission, a candidate
must score above 40 per cent
in Class-XII board examina-
tion. However, weightage ac-
corded to the performance in

Class-XTI can go up to 100 per
cent. “The combined weigh-
tage for the Main and the Ad-
vance paper under ISEET shall
not, in any case, exceed 60 per
cent,” sources said.

It is for the individual edu-
cational institutions or the state
government to decide on the
weightage to be accorded to
“the scores in Class-XI1, main
and advance examination, they
added.

The proposal
As per the proposal, it would
be up to each institution or
groups of institutions or state
agencies to conduct coun-
selling and admission.
Atpresent, there are around
15 lakh engineering colleges
across the country and over

150 entrance tests are conduct-
ed for admission to these insti-
tutes. “Ministry wants to bring
change in the current system
in order to give relief to stu-
dents of multiple tests by intro-
ducing a common entrance
test for all these technical in-
stitutions. But, this requires the
states’ consent to the proposal
for its implementation all over
the country,” sources said.

A meeting of the state edu-
cation ministers on the issue is
“tentatively” scheduled on Feb-
ruary 22.

“At the meeting, the states
will be urged to deliberate on
the issue and take a view onthe
implementation of the recom-
mendations of the Ramasami
Committee,” sources added.
DH News Service
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FE Labs

| REINVENTING THE WHEEL | ,

Researchersat
lT-Kanpur givea
‘new insightinto

micromechanics

hen youbend a rod, say made of

aluminium, and then stralghten it

back, why doesn't it get backtoits
perfect shape, unlike a metal spring that retains
its original frame evenafter being tarnpered
with? Also, why is it easy to bend a thinrod?

The answers to these questions have been
around since the 1930s, when researchers in the
field of micromechanics of materials first
suggested the concept of dislocations, whichare
defects inthe crystals or grains within the
material, These dislocations not onty weaken
crystals, butalso cause deformation by moving
and leaving the crystal, the effect being
permanent, in contrast to the springwhich Is
elastic or reversible Innature..

- Now, researchers at the indian Institute of
Technology, Kanpur, (IT-K), have come up witha
new concept about these subtle goings-on inside
the crystals of the materials that challenge some
ofthe ideas thathave been around over the past
" six decades. Inthis, the researchers also attempt
to take forward the work on micromechanics of -
legends from the 1950s, like John Douglas Eshelby.

A dislocation introduces energy, and this
energy is released when it reaches the surface,

thus making plastic deformation irreversible. The

1ITK researchers have suggested that the slip of
" thesedislocations might be reversible.

“We discovered something whichisa double
oxymoron — reversible plastic deformation due
toelasticity. In the process, we discoveredanew
class,” says Anandh Subramaniam, assistant
professor atthe Department of Materials Science

" and Engineering, IIT-K. Two papers that Anandh
co-wrote with fellow researchers Prasenjit
Khanikar and Arun Kumar were published last’
year by The Philosophical Magazine, one of the
oldest scientific journals in the world.

Research into the micromechanicat behaviour
of materials, whichincludes areas suchas
dislocation dynamics, is crucla! to theirusagein
industrial applications such as fashioning a car
door out of metal. “The motion of dislocations is
what allows change of shape, and impeding the
motion of dislocations is what gives strength to
the material. So, these are two opposite sides of
the coin,” explains Dipankar Banerjee, former
chief controller, R&D, at the Defence Research
and Development Organisation, and currently
professor with the Department of Materials

While disfocations cause deformation by moving, and fi naIIy
leave the crystal, it doesn’t always require an external force.
That's because they are automatically atiracted to free surfaces, a
phenomenon explained by a concept known as ‘image force’

Engineering at the Indian Institute of Science.
While dislocations cause deformation by
moving, and finally leave the crystal, it doesn't
always require an external force forthemto do
that. That's because they are automatically

attracted to free surfaces, aphenomenon

- explained by a concept known as ‘image force’,

It is called so because a hypothetical negative
distocation is assumed to exist on the other
side of the free surface, causing an attraction
towardsiit.

This‘image construction’ is usually used for

" the calculation of the force and “image forces'

canlead to crystals becoming spontaneously
dislocation-free.

“Over the past 60 years, people have known
this concept called image force and have
developed theories, etc,” says Anandh. “So, the
first of the two things we showed Is that the

image force construction theory actually breaks *

downwhen we actually want it to work.”

The reason, he explains, Is because when the
dislocation is less than about 100 atomic
spacings from the surface it causes smalf
deformations to the surface, partly relaxing the
energy and hence altering theimage force.Ina

_ nanocrystal, the entire domain can deform. For

example, athin plate would bend inthe presence
of adislocation. In such cases, the standard
formula cannot be used, he says.

The more interesting thing their computer
simulation models showed was that the image
force can also be zero in some cases. This means
that a dislecationmoving inslde a crystal canbeln
neutral equilibriumjust like a ball rolling ona

plane or an Anglepoise lamp where mechanism of
spring and lever allows it to be moved to various
configurations without putting in any effort.

“Qver a range of positions, Irrespective of
where the dislocation sits, its energy does not
change. So, this is the new conceptwe have
found out,” says Anandh.

“We can describe things between a material
and a structure, which we call a structure ecause
it has some geometry and amaterial because the
defecthas acrystallographic origin. So, we found
out that actually we have todefine a new term
called material-structure, and that there can be
neutral equilibrium or zero-stiffness material-
structures,” says Anandh.

He says further research also indicated that an
edge disiocationis stablein afinite crystal,a
question that's some 60 years ofd. However, the
research is ata very fundamental fevel and
potentiat applications are still to be thought on,
says Anandh.

Computer simulation and modetling has been
akey development over the past decade fromthe
industrial standpoint of metallurgy, which earlier
used an entirely experimental approach, says
Dipankar Banerjee.

“So, you substantially reduce your
experimental costs and time inintroducing new
shapes and materials into service,” he says.

While the materials used for structural
applications are fairly mature, the key focus isto
reduce the costs of applying such materials and
also the timescale of engineering them, he says.

- Ai;aysllkumaran
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_ - ANANDH
- o~ SUBRAMANIAM,
assistant professor at
the Department of Materials
Science and Engineering, HT-K
. . P
We discovered something ™
whichisadouble i
oxymoron — reversible
plastic deformation dueto :
elasticity, and in the process we discovered
anewclass.

DIPANKAR BANERJEE.
professor, Department of
Materials Engineering at the
iIndian Institute of Science
The industrial
applicationsof
metallurgy essentially
demand that you shape
the metal to the precise
product shape that you want. The cha]lenge
ofimparting theright shape and getting the

* right mechanical behaviour depends on
understanding the micromechanical
behaviour of the material because the motion
of dislocations is what allows change of
shape, and impeding the motion of
dislocations is what gives strength o
thematerial. -

= Nanoscafe computer simulations by
IIT-Kanpur researchers yields new concepts
of the structure and defects in materials

w Theysay that existing theories about the force
that causes deformations within the grain ofa
material may not explain certain situations

m Inthe process, the researchers claim to
have answered a 60-year-old questionon
whether an edge dislocation can be stable

s While the materials used for structural
applications are fairly mature, focus is on
reducing costs of applying such materials
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Public sector banks may
not flock to ITMs

M SARASWATHY & ABHUIT LELE
Mumbai, 13 February

The slowdown in 2009 saw
many public sector organisa-
tions coming to the rescue of
the Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs). This
placement season may not
paint a similar picture,

For instance, State Bank of
India (SBI) and IDBI Bank have
decided not to go to the IIMs
this year, Union Bank of India
and Bank of India are not sure
about the number of students
they will get to recruit.

“We will visit all other
management institutes except
the IIMs, as we have had abad
experience withthem,” says T
R Bajalia, executive director
{HR). “They tend toleave us in
one totwo years time.” In fact,
the public sector lender has
already begun visits to man-
agement and engineering
institute campuses to recruit
400 graduates, including
MBAs. SBI reveals it has no

plans to visit management
institutes this year. It will
decide its 2012-13 course of
acticn this April. Reason: the
bank is planning to recruit
people entirely through their
national-level entrance exam-
ination, according to
Arundhati Bhattacharya,
deputy managing director and
CDO of SBL

PSUs told Business
Standard that last year, with
the economy back on track,
IIM students preferred private
sector companies due to fatter
pay packets. Government
undertakings such as BPCL,
HPCL, GAIL, 10CL, NTPC, SBI
Cap, Sidbi, Sebi, United Bank
of India and Union Bank of
India, with their conservative
salary structures, recruited
from other B-schools in gooed
numbers. ‘

While PSU banks offer stu-
dents a package of ¥5-6 lakh
per annum, private banks pay
over 10 lakh per annum,

Union Bank of India is

optimisti¢c. M V Nair, chair-
man and managing director
of the bank that was the
largest recruiter from IIM-
Ahmedabad in 2009, with 40
students joining the bank,
said availability would
decide the number of people
to be recruited. “Some man-
agement graduates from
IIMs did join the bank after
2008 global financial crisis,”
he recalls.

The institute has a vacancy
of 2,500 people in the officers
cadre for the year 2012. This
includes persons joining
through the common recruit-
ment process managed by the
Institute of Banking Personnel
and Selection.

Some banks — Bank of
India, forinstance — have had
apleasant experience with the
IIMs. R K Govyal, general man-
ager (HR), says, “Of around 130
students recruited from the
management institutes, only
three have left. So, we will con-
tinue to visit them.”
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HIRING SEASON BEGINS AT TOP B-SCHOOLS

Bulk recruitments go thin at B-schools

VINAY UMARII
Ahmedabad, B3 February

While recruiters from financial serv-
ices have retained their top position
during placements at top B-schools in
the country this year, the numbers
they are hiring have gone down. As
against taking 25-30 students in one
go, companies, especially in finance
and IT sectors, are said to be taking
only 8-12 students each, on average.

For instance, ICICI Bank, HDFC and
TCS have picked up only a handful at
the ICFAI Business School, Mumbai,
according to Hema Sisodia, dean (cor-
porate relations and campus place-
tments). “Bulk recruiters have reduced
the numbers,” she adds. “These five or
six regular bulk recruters used to pickup
over 35 per cent, but this year they have
hardly picked 25 per cent.”

Similarly, despite picking up students
in "decent numbers”, the Xavier Institute
of Management, Bhubaneswar {XIMB)
says firms from the IT sector have
reduced bulk recruitments. “From 25-
30 recrultments last year, the figure for
this year has come down to 8-10." says
Sabita Mohanty, faculty co-ordinator
(placements). “This year, firms are mak-
ing offers in a more focused manner,
They are looking for the right fit. As a

result, the numbers have reduced.”
Even a premier B-school like the
Indian Institute of Management,
Ahmedabad (1IM-A), agrees the place-
ment scenario is *a little less buoyant”
than the last year. "The number of
offers per recruiters are likely to go
down this year, with 18-20 being the
maximum,” says Saral Mukherjee,
chairperson (placements), “However,
most of these will be international

financial companies, We don’'t know if

B(G top recruiter as
lIM-Abegins
placements

The final placement process for the
management batch of 2010-12 began
on Monday at the Indlan Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad. Global
strategy consulting firms and
intemational investment banks were
invited to the campus in the first
duster. The Boston Consulting Group
made the highest number of offers
by recruiting 17. Others included
McKinsey & Co, Bain & Co, AT
Kearney, (redit Suisse, HSBC, Ofiver
Wyman and Accenture, The second
duster will be held on February 17.

domestic firms will follow suit.”
Management institutes had to invite
more firms this year. While it invited
about 300 firms, Mumbai-based K J
Somaiya Institute of Management
Studies and Research (SIMSR) has seen
only 63 coming to its campus for place-
ments so far. Ancther 20 are expected
soon. N D Sharma, placement coordi-
nator at SIMSR, says, “By now, we
shouid have placed all our 4
students like we did last }
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year. But so far, only 85 per cent of the
120-strong batch has been placed.”
Seconding his views is XIMB's
Mohanty. “We had to work a lot harder
on inviting firms this year,” she notes.
“Some we took for granted in the finance
sector took a skip at the placements.
Which is why this year we saw 70 firms at
our campus as against 50 firms, since
the number of offers
per firm have also
reduced,” adds
Mohanty. XIMB
recently placed its
entire batch of 220
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AFTER VIRTUAL
CLASSES,

GOVT TO START
VIRTUAL LABS

Chetan Chauhan

m chetan@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Missed a laboratory
experiment or failed to under-
stand it, don’t worry. Soon, your
laptop or Aakash 2 will help you
understand school and college
laboratory experiments through
the HRD ministry’s new “virtu-
al lab™ for science and math stu-
dents.

The HRD ministry with help
from leading academicians will
provide online facility to view
laboratory tests through its edu-
cation portal Sakshat.

“TIt will be country’s first vir-
tual Iaboratory in which the stu-
dents will be able to conduct
experiments while watching a
video on the portal,” a govern-
ment official said. They will also
be able to evaluate their per-
formance and seek replies to
their queries.

A virtual laboratory is part
of the ministry’s plan to provide
entire school and college cur-
riculum online. It is a precursor
to the ministry’s grand plan to
provide low-cost tablet Aakash,
first to college students and sub—
seguently to school children.

The ministry plans to give an
Aakash to 220 million college-
going students in India in the
next three to five years. The ini-
tial effort is expected to be
launched in March, when the
ministry will seek bkids to sup-
Ply a million Aakash tablets for
distribution to students.

The new Aakash will have
features to view the virtual lak
on high definition with clarity
in voice inputs. Videos of cer-
tain experiments will come pre-
loaded with Aakash 2.

The wvirtual labk, to be
launched next week, will try to
be different by having latest
from around the world on spe-
cific subjects. For instance if
someone wants to understand
an experiment on space science
the portal will give information
on ithe latest developments by
Indian Space Research
Organisation.

The wvirtual lab has been
developed with the help of top
academicians from the ITT and
Department of Science and
Technology under the ministry’s
guidance.
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Sahara to

launch

Tablets soon

Staff Reporter

KOZHIKODE: The Sahara Group
has ambitious expansion pro-
gramme in the State, “We in-
tend to have a strong
presence in retail, education
and housing sectors in this
State”, Subrata Roy, Sahara
Group Chairman, said at a
press conference held at Indi-
an Institute of Management
Kozhikode (IIMK) here on
Saturday last. He also an-
nounced that a Tablet from
Sahara stable would be in the
market soon.

Mr. Roy said a Sahara team
had already visited Kerala
and taken stock of the market
conditions. The finer points
of the group’s business plans
were being worked out. Sah-
ara already had a presence in
the housing sector.

Mr. Roy said the emphasis
of his ventures in the retail
sector would be on quality

_which he believed was at a
premium in retail stores.

Sahara would have one
lakh retail outlets across the
nation by March next year.,
The first of these would be
opened in Rajasthan this
March. Sahara retail outlets
would open in Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Jharkhand by
June. Sahara would also be in
the education sector and re-
ach homes through TV chan-
nels with quality educational
programmes. Another major
Sahara venture would be in
the Tablet market, The design
for Sahara tablet was ready.
Mr. Roy was confident thata 7
inch tablet could be priced
around Rs.5,000 and and 8
inch tablet about Rs.9,000.



ne of the biggest

tragedies in Indian high-

er education is the payti-

tioninthecerebralcorte

of Indian parents when
they think of their kids' educational
activity; they send their kids to voca-
tional institutes for jobs/skills and
send them to colleges for the social sig-
nalling value of a degree. While this
partition has deep roots and complex
causes, most of this tragedy is a child
of a vicious separation of vecational
training and higher education, Em-
ployability and education are horizon-
tals but the government is organised
vertically But change may be on the
way, the ministry of HRD announced
last week that the National Vocational
Education Qualification Framework
(NVEQF) will go live from the 2012-13
acadermic session in polytechnics, en-
gineering colleges and other colleges
under the university system. NVEQF
is a descriptive framework that pro-
vides a common reference for linking
various qualifications to translate
various qualifications from schools,
vocational training, technical educa-
tion, colleges and universities. NVE-
QF has many upsides but two are most
important; multiple on and off ramps
and vertical mobility between certifi-
cates, diplomas and degrees.

The multiple entry and exit ramps
are an important and overdue innova-
tion; the current higher education sys-
tem largely serves kids between the 18-
23 years of age who pass their Class 12
exams. But every year as many as 100

. lakh of the 260 lakh kids who take the
Class 10 exam fail. And 80 lakh of the
160 lakh kids who take the Class 12 ex-

am every year fail. Of the 80 lakh who

pass Class 12, only 50lakh enter higher
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Goon, getavocation!

The apartheid between education & employability is starting to end but this is only the end of the beginning

education. The current
higher education system
obviously does not have
much flexibility or solu-
tions for the 210 lakh kids
whomadeittoClass10but

over their lives but this
option has real value.
NVEQF will also allow
more effective integra-
tion of vocational skills
into school education

didn’t go to higher educa- though I personally be-
tion and chose work or 3 = ~  lieve that fixing schools
non-degree  education. may be a better idea than
But the bigger dilemma is MANISH vocationalising them be-
faced by students who S ABH ARWAL cause Class 10 is already

dropped out before Class
10 or people who entered

the workforce early and 100 lakh of 260 will create vertical mobil-
want to re-enter the high-  lakh who take ity between certificates,
extimate 1o s Nvsae  the Class 10 Cribling orelit somates
could change the lives of €Xam fail, iust 80 and recognition of prior
forea.420 million -es. KN pass Class  learming So the soclal
cation outsiders”—by 12, and only 50 gree—80% of matrimoni-
ot e ggest AN GO0 now be wtatanle. Bt
myﬂ?: inoskillse has gbgeen coneqe' . more than a substantial
an irrational social stig- Vocational skills  bump up of overall social
i onal - aretheanswer,  Smaling vl NVEQe
hardly irrational; most But turf wars and individuals to crafta °
s has traditionay not OVt NVEQF of practical skills Wit
]elt;1 ttﬁ:j obanclnrlglil; itS;;tl‘:r could derail the(l))r(;(;cal knowledge.
any possibilities of verti- Realising the true up-

calmobility intothe high-
er education system.
Skill programmes with high employ-
ment outcomes hardly suffer the stig-
ma. But the optics and uptake of non-
degree programmes—certificates or
diplomas—would substantially im-
prove if students had the option of us-

ing them as an opening balance toen- -

ter or re-enter the higher education
system. Experience shows that only
30% of thestudentsmay actually exer-
cise the option of vertical mobility

everything

the new Class 8 but that is
another article. NVEQF

side of NVEQF requires
navigating intersections
thathave sunk many policy moves; the
intersection across centralministries
and the intersection between a central
government who sets strategy and
state governments who control deliv-
ery systems and execution. The rela-
tionship with the National Council of
Vocational Training needs to be
ironed out because increasing theem-
ployability is surely an objective of
NVEQF. This employability requires
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active involvement of employers
and I submit that the sector skill
councils of NSDC would be a better
trustee of NVEQF that the currently
proposed AICTE. If the AICTE man-
date is an interim arrangement until
Sector SkillCouncilsareablethenitis
fine, but history shows that jurisdic-

tion shifts—particularly in educa- |

tion—are hard to unravel even though
original intentions envisaged an
expiry date.

NVEQF has the potential to be one
of the biggest innovations in Indian
higher education regulation cver the
last decade. But as with any complex
policy innovation, the idea is only the
end of the beginning. The complexity
of operationalising credit transfer

and equivalence, recognition of prior -

learning, credit for on-the-job train-

ing, etc, have the potential to over-

whelmany framework.
NVEQF is an idea whose time has
come but the antibiotic reaction from

stakeholders outside the ministry of -

HRD—state governments, traditional
academics, senates of universities,
state governments and the ministry of

* labour---has begun. These are strong-

willed organisations that have differ-

ent ideas about jurisdiction and may

have the power to slow down if not
block NVEQF. As Stephen Hawking '

said, . the biggest obstruction to
progress is not ignorance but the illu-
slon of knowledge. We must try to get

-

everybody on the same page but, if '

that does not happen, somebody must
decidethe page. If therewaseveran is-
suethatdeserved issuingafatwainIn-
dianeducation, NVEQF is it.

Theauthorischairman,

Teamlease Services [

.
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Unaddressed issues in education

P Specific socio-reli-
gious groups
could lag behind
the rest in
educational
attainments.

Abusateh Shariff

ndia is today seen as one

of the leading econo-

mies in the world and

counted among the top
five. China and India could
vie to take the firstand second
slot in about 30-40 years.

But is this a true and real
picture of India while a large
portion of our citizens lan-
guish under poverty, depriva-
tion, even lack of food and
high malnutrition? Also, In-
dia still has cne of the largest
illiterate populations, both in
terms of absolute size and in
proportionate terms.

Letustake alook at literacy
and education as an example
and assess what it would take
for India to ensure creditable
presence in the ‘league of top
nations’. '

Accomplishments since In-
dependence in terms of litera-
cy, spread of institutions,
participation and equalisa-
tion of educational opportu-
nities have been quite
significant.

There has been a phenom-
enal increase in the number of
educational institutions, fac-
ulty, in teachers and students.
The 1991 census saw India

across the 50 per cent literacy .

mark, and by 2011 the literacy
level has reached 74.5 per
cent,

Yet the rural-urban dispar-
ities in literacy have re-
mained, although there has
only been a marginal decline
in gender disparity of late.

To understand future pro-
spects in literacy and educa-
tion, one needs to analyse
process indicators such as en-
rolment and quality of
education,

PRATHAM-ASER SURVEY

Pratham, a well-known civil
society organiation, under-
takes ‘annual assessment of
education’ and brings out a
report identified as ASER.
The seventh such report with

reference year 2012 provides a
conflicting scenario — that
practically all children 5-14
years are enrolled in the
schooling system, over one
quarter of them attend pri-
vate schooling, but a substan-
tial proportion of children in
government schools have ve-
ry low levels of learning in
terms of language, compre-
hension and numeracy.

While there is something to
cheer about in terms of enrol-
ment efforts, with the private
sector doing its bit, there are
serious problems in the proc-
ess, impact and outcome of
the education sector in India.

The quality of schools and
schooling is poor in the gov-
ernment system, although the
government-appointed
teachers are well educated
compared with the purely
private schools.

The private schools, ex-
cepting for Kerala (actually,
government aided schools in
Kerala), can also be of unsat-
isfactory quality, and tend to
appoint poorly trained and
Jpoorly paid teachers. Thus,
overall the situation is akin to
sowing seeds on the land,
with no crop to reap at the
end of the season,

I wish the ASER report had
explored a few factors which
impact school continuation
rates,

There is a debate as to the
impact of mid-day meals on
continuation of schooling
similarly, provision of drink-
ing water and toilets is ex-
pected to help improve girls’
schooling.

The high cost of education
is considered an impediment
to schooling, yet one finds
large increase
schooling in India. How can
this trend be explained?

During the last two or three
years, there has been an em-
phasis on pre- and post-ma-
tric scholarships — what is its
impact?

While it is true that there
has been a slow increase in
literacy, enrolment and con-
tinuation rate in India, def-
icits are likely to be
concentrated among speci-
fied population groups or so-
cio-religious groups.

It would have been useful,
if information on language of

in private’

et o w v g

instruction had also been ana- B

lysed, especially with respect
to learning ability of English.

This dimension in the dy-
namices of literacy and educa-
tion can also be a separate
chapter in ASER, at least as a
supplementary report of 2011,
and certainly as an integral
part of its report in 2012,

That said, ASER-2011
should be appreciated for be-
ing a rare analytical measure-
ment of learning ability an
change over the last seven
years, with the annual series
of data available.

However, sampling and
non-sampling errors cannot
be ruled out. The recent sur-
vey was undertaken about the
time Census of India 2011 was
in operation, which could
have led to absence of teach-
ers from school.

Similarly, often the basic
literacy programmes are im-
plemented in various formats
— for example, there can be
special campaigns when qual-
ity of learning can increase,
albeit temporarily, and so on.
Analysis on learning abilities
in arithmetic has also been
evaluated and the scenario is
much worse than the one
enunciated in case of reading
alone.

1961 283 | 404 153
1971 345 | 460 220
981" | 436 | S64 298
1991 522 | 641 392
2001 | 648 | 753 538
2011 | 744 821 655

“From 1981, the population was taken as 7
years and above, against 5 years and
above earlier,

WORRYING INDICATORS

The ASERreport has indicat-
ed that what is measured as
enrolment does not reflect
school attendance.

The latter has remained ve-
ry pocr; in States such as Bi-
har, UP and “West Bengal
there is a sharp decline in
school continuation. Another
disturbing factor is an in-
crease in multi-grade class-
rooms, which could be a
factor for children shifting
away from government to pri-
vate schools in most states.

ASER divides the schooling
identities into government
and private; although it refers
to un-aided schools which
can be considered private
schools, what is disputable is

The declining standards of government schools are hard to explain.

to consider aided-schools as
private. Here, while commu-
nity groups manage the pri-
mary and elementary school,
most of the expenditures in-
cluding teachers’ salaries are
met by the state budgetary
mechanism.

Overall, however, the pri-
vate primary and elementary
schools appear to produce
relatively better levels of lit-
eracy compared with the gov-
ernment schools, although if
other factors are controlled
for, this advantage may dis-
appear.

Further, the fact that pri-
vate tutoring would sustain
levels of learning somewhat
has been enunciated through
this research, although gener-
ally it is only complementary
to the quality of schooling it-
self.

The worrying fact is that
compared with previous
years, the learning levels in
government school system
have declined, while the pri-
vate school has maintained its
own quality of education.

{The author is Chief Economist,
NCAER, and Executive Director
(Designate), US-India Policy
Institute, Washington DC.
blfeedback@thehindu.co.in)
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A museum for matters of the heart

GEORGE JACOB

VER since the famous

British chocolatier

Richard Cadbury created

the first box of Valentine

Day chocolates in 1868, 14th
February has become a commer-
cial behemoth spurring jewellery,
flower and greeting card sales,
running into an estimated $15 bil-
lion business worldwide. With a
zillion hearts aflutter sensing the
approaching St. Valentine’s Day,
the hopes and heartaches of many
assume meanings and metaphors
that occupy the very core of all
human emotions — love. It is the
magical muse that has launched a
thousand ships, a million dreams
and left scorching ruins of scars
etched in history triggered by love
spurned, left smouldering through
time, unrequited. ...immortalised
in songs and sonnets of yearning

across cultures. .

While love brings passion, hope
and joy to the lucky few, it often
leaves a trail of broken relation-
ships in its wake for those who
were left wanting, Or, were plain
unlucky! People have dealt with
it in myriad ways through histo-

ry. Battles have been pitched,
ducls fought. But, when film pro-
ducer Olinka Vitica and artist
Dra en Grubidi of Croatia decid-
ed to break-up amicably, they
decided to do it creatively. They
conceived the creation of a unique
Museum of Broken Relationships!
The urge to protect poignant
memories of heart-break turned
into an instatlation at the Zagreb
biennale in 2006 and evolved into
a travelling exhibit that invited
objects and personal stories from
visitors willing to share from the
schadenfreude (this German word,
. now loaned to English means -
pleasure derived from the misfor-
tunes) to the more sensitive sub-
tleties of frayed emotional state.
Last year, the exhibition formal-
ly moved into a museum dedicat-
ed to human relationships in the
upper Zagreb locale of Gronji
Grad, strewn with 14th century
neo-gothic churches connected

with winding, cobbled streets.

The residue of love
Winning the prestigious Kenneth
Hudson European Museum of the
Year Award in 2011, for innovative
thought, the Museum of Broken
Relationships echoes the fragility
of human relationships in their
social, political and personal con-
text encouraging acknowledgment,
reflection  and  discussion
through experiential journeys of
others. The miasma of emotions
embodied in objects on display
swing from anger, fury, sadness,
longing, depression to hope, joy,
comfort and inspiration. These
objects are often of little, if any,
intrinsic worth, but they hold
value because of the person who
gave them. Whether these objects
are kept, binned or burnt, or are
wom as talisma, they always

Museums are movmg beyond showcasing the fossilised history. A museum in Croatia, now
travelling the world, explores the fragility of heartbreaks by encouraging acknowledgment,
reflection and discussion through experiential journeys of others

Photos: Darko Babic

mean something special.
Drawing on the French phxlosu—
pher Roland Barthes for its inspi-
ration, the museum affirms that
every passion, ultimately, has its
spectator and that there is no
amorous offering without a final
theatre. The permanent exhibi-

tion is themed along the lines of *

Allure of Distance - Intimations
of Proximity, Whims of Desire,
Rage and Fury, Rites of Passage,
Tides of Time, Paradox of Home,

Resonance of Grief and Sealed
by History. The accompanying
text and the socio-cultural context
of objects allows for a cohesivé
interpretation of the museum
experience in conjunction with
its collections.

The memorabilia
For instance, ‘Tides of Time’
includes objects related to love

across distances, generations and
time-zones, ‘Sealed by History’
addresses relationships across
inter-ethnic and international rela-
tionships, ‘Whims of Desire” has
exhibits with suggestive and
explicit erotic fantasies, ‘Rites of
Passage’ includes topics of mar-
riage, and ‘Resonance of Grief’
dwells on the more difficult realm
of illnesses and passing of life.
An old, worn-out Nokia mobile
phone is exhibited with a note
from an anonymous donour that
réads: “Itlasted 300 days too long.
He gave me his mobile phone so
Icouldn’t call him anymore.” Fol-
lowing the war in the Balkans in

the 1990s a Croatian man sent a *

note along with a prosthetic leg.
“InaZagreb hospital I met a beau-
tiful, young and ambitious socjal
worker from the Ministry of
Defence, who taught me how to

use the prosthetic limb. Sadly, the
leg endured more than the love. It
was made of sturdier material...”,
he wrote. A funny annotation on
a suspender belt, purchased in
Sarajevo in 2003, muses: “ never

put them on. The

NOTA LAUGHING MATTER

Mr Devdas is no more a laughing stock. He needs hetp!

With an focus on the

education has been spared for managing the fragility of human rela-
uonsmps feels Dr Ranjay Vardhan, &' senjor assistant professor of ¥
i He founded a unique socisty called

atPGGCG C

“Toote ol prabhandhak commlltee { The Broken Heart Rehabilitatios
Centre) in 1998 to help the young and old coms to terms with iif
despite their heartbreaks. Reasons for & broken heat are ‘peculiar |
Indian society; if you are a loser in academics, career, immigration, mar-
riage and of course love, you are at the recsiving end of social scom,
The society with 150 active membars has a team of four counsellors
at hand ta offer help, And, request for help pours in from Indians set-
tled across the world. Based on his experiences, he has also penned
2 book titled *Coping with Broken Heaxvs World's First Self Hel

BDOK for Broken Hear\s.

, +;broken heart!,

abroken garden gnome hurled at
the windscreen of a retreating car,

-a wedding album made with

matches symbolising it was going
up in flames, to bunny rabbits and
tears in a jar that mourn a four-

might have lasted longer if I had.”
And yet another quirky note on a
tin-box sold as “Love

Incense”, merely reads, “Does-
n't work.” Some are humorously
sarcastic. The label caption by a
blue Frisbee reads: “Darling,
should you ever get the ridiculous
idea to walk into a cultural insti-
tution like a museum for the first
time in your life, you'll remember
me.” Some are flippantly casual,
like a cheap clock that celebrates
*“We broke-up over Skype”.

From an axe used in fury by a
jilted lover to destroy furniture
that he gave her (called ex-Axe),

year relationship, the

offers a veritable layered explo-

ration into the mysteries and sim-

plicity of the human mind.
‘Whatever the motivation for

donating personal belongings —

be it sheer exhibitionism, thera-
peutic relief, emotional catharsis or
s:mple cunosny — pepple

ion of mind, fittle’

{clockwise from left) From |
n of

the Umvetslty of Zagreb’s Heritage
Management Programme.

Creativity extends into their
“Brokenships”, the museum retail
shop that has souvenirs includ-
ing teddies and t-shirts with their
famous tear-drop icon. Perhaps
the most popular item sold is a
simple pencil eraser which says
“Bad Memories Eraser”.

Last week their new travelling
exhibit on ‘Love Shards and Bro-
ken Promises’ opened at the
National Centre for Craft and
Design at Lincolnshire, UK.
Dubbed as the ‘Hub of Love’, the
exhibit explores the power of sim-
ple objects over human psyche
when objects absorb meaning.
Their exhibits have travelled to
South Africa, Germany, Turkey,
United States, Greece, Macedo-
nia, Sarajevo and other parts of
the world evoking curiosity and
attracting visitors from all age
groups and demographic pools.

The business of love
Oblivious to the beheading of St.
Valentine who was martyred on
February 14 some 1700 years ago,
at the behest of the Roman Emper-
or Claudius IT, who preveated men
from getting married fearing low
enrolment in his army, his legend
lives on ctcmally for secretly aid-
ing cupid in the universal language
of love across genemnons
Love is also serious business.
With Hershey Kisses sales jump-
ing over $1.8 billion on Valentine’s
Dny alone, and on-line florists hav-
mg an ever- mcreasmg field day,
logy has certainly influenced

over 700 personal
experiences of

. heartbreaks on display
from different cultures
and histories at the
Museum of Broken

- Relatlonships, an exhibit
titled ex-Axe.

_~ An artist's impresslon of a .

Jilted fover.
The Jigsaw puzzle ofa ’

emotional effect.” Their passion
echoes with the romantic Irish poet
W.B Yeats' verses “The wrong of
unshapely things /is awrong too
great10 be mld /Ihungerto build
them anew...” (The Rose in the
Deeps of His Heart).

The global heartache

The Museum has since amassed
an amazing collection of over 700
personal experiences, from differ-
ent cultures and histories, offering

* universal patterns of self-discov-

ery and perhaps deeper insights into

d the idea of
their love legacy as a sort of a rit-
ual, a solemn ceremony. Accord-
ing to the founders of the museum,
*“Our societies oblige us with our
marriages, funerals, and even grad-
uation farewells, but deny us any
formal recognition of the demise
of arelationship, despite its strong

more “The

museum tackles the interface

between material objects to com-
icate an i ol

love. 16 million e-valentines flew
across the internet last year in the
United States and this year it might
quadruple. With millions of users
and members on match-making
sites, access and availability, love-
based ‘connectivity’ has jumped
to unimaginable proportions.

The meteoric 8 year rise of the
social networking site Facebook
with its mushrooming millions of

{551 ~users, culminated on February. 1; .

2012, with the filing of an astro-,
nomical $5 billion IPO that will hit
the share- tarket in May this year.
If the business of love brings prof-
its, technology is detrimental to
love. Last October, Jake Reilly- a
24 year old copywriting student
from Chicago unplugged from
social media for 90 days. Calling it
the Amish Project, he disconnect-
ed from email, texts and mobile

. phone, acutely aware that we are

not being present in the moment
and spending far more time with
gadgets than building and nurtur-
ing ‘tru¢’ relationship with those
we care. Sending on an average
1500 text messages a month in
addition to 700 minutes on the

- phone is an addiction that rules the

roos( wilh increasing number of
ining the role of love

Curators are more close to psy-
chotherapists here with the muse-,
um experience as a therapeutic rev-
elation of sorts,” says Dr. Darko
Babic, Professor and Researcher at

in hfe Causing heartbreaks.

( The writer is a well known
museologist whose work spans
many countries.)
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Online theft of IDs at Microsoft store

Company Says Card Details Not Stolen

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

New Delhi: Hackers, calling themselves the Evil Shadow Team and reportedly based in China struck at
www.microsoftstore.co.in on Sunday night, stealing login IDs and passwords of people who had used the site for

shopping.

According to reports, the IDs and passwords were stored in plain text files without any encryption.

Evil Shadow later posted a message on the Microsoft website, saying the “unsafe system will be baptized”.

A Microsoft spokesperson said they were investigating a “limited compromise” of the company’s online store in India.
“Customers have already been sent guidance on the issue and suggested immediate actions. We are diligently working
to remedy the issue,” the spokesperson said.

In its email to customers, Microsoft reportedly claimed that databases storing credit card details and payment
information were not affected during the security breach. At the same time, the company is said to have acknowledged
that the exposed account details may include non-financial information, including email addresses, passwords, order
details and shipping addresses.

Last year, hacker groups like Lulzsec had carried out several highprofile break-ins, putting the focus on security
measures companies put in place. Sony allegedly suffered several security breaches and hackers stole user IDs and
passwords of customers.

Lulzsec had said that with its actions it was trying to draw attention to the poor security methods used at websites,
even by multinational firms.



